
 
 

Barton in Fabis Parish Council 
NEWSLETTER 

APRIL 2017 
 

PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 
ALL WELCOME! 

THURSDAY 25th MAY 7.00pm 
BARTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Once again the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting will take place on the same night as 
the Village Hall AGM.  
You are very welcome to come along to hear about progress on a number of Parish 
Council / Village Hall issues. This is also an opportunity for you to ask questions or raise 
any matters that concern you and that you would like the Parish Council to take action on. 
 
N.B. As an added incentive there will be tea / coffee and biscuits and a glass of wine 
available. 
 

PLEASE COME ALONG AND HAVE YOUR SAY AND SUPPORT YOUR PARISH 
COUNCIL AND VILLAGE HALL! 

 
Sand and Gravel – Barton quarry 
 
Thank you to the many villagers who were able to attend the public exhibition and 
challenge the developers on their plans which we continue to believe would have a 
devastating impact on the peace and quality of life of the village. 
For those of you who were not able to get to the public exhibition, copies of the display 
boards can be seen on the SAVE website (barton-in-fabis.net) 
 
It is worth stressing again that this site has already been rejected and excluded from the 
County Council’s new Minerals Local Plan which will be considered at a Public 
Examination commencing June 27th. If approved, the new Minerals Local Plan is expected 
to have final approval by Nottinghamshire County Council by the end of December 2017. 
 
However, despite the clear opposition from so many in Barton and the surrounding areas, 
it is clear the proposers of the Barton site will be making a planning application around 
Easter in the hope that they can force this through ahead of the new Minerals Local Plan 
being adopted. 
 
What do we do next? 
 
The Parish Council is preparing its response, particularly in challenging some of the 
grossly misleading information provided by the developers e.g. on the noise impact of the 
quarry. A working group will meet shortly to start work on our response.  
As soon as we have the details of the Planning Application and have reviewed it we 
will be calling a Village Meeting to get your views and plan next steps. Please watch 
out for the date of the meeting! 
 



 
 

 
Rushcliffe Local Plan / Clifton Pastures 
 
You may recall that Rushcliffe Borough Council agreed a target to build 13,000 new 
homes in the borough. Their strategy was to focus these on a few major sites such as 
Clifton South (3,000), Tollerton, Bingham. The Parish Council along with many others 
opposed these plans on the basis that these very large schemes have been very difficult 
to deliver across the country and because of their impact on the Green Belt. The Council’s 
plan was approved by a Public Inquiry some 18 months ago. 
Since then construction of only 112 houses has actually started! The consequence of this 
has been that speculative developers have been able to claim that Rushcliffe have not 
delivered the required numbers and put in plans, for example, for 800 houses at East 
Leake against a plan for 400 – the Council has been powerless to refuse such 
applications. 
Rushcliffe are now consulting on plans for smaller developments in a number of villages 
such as Gotham where there are plans to build 650 houses on Green Belt. The Parish 
Council has responded to the consultation (access at bartoninfabispc.org.uk) and 
supporting Gotham in rejecting these plans as they would have a major impact on local 
facilities e.g. doctor’s surgery. We have also urged Rushccliffe to work closely and consult 
with Gotham PC to agree a level of development that local people feel is appropriate. 
 
There has been no further progress on Clifton Pastures and an outline planning 
application has still not been made. Development on the site is currently expected to be 
delayed by around 3 years. 
 
Planning Applications 
 
16/02247/OUT Oliver’s Yard 
16/02245/OUT Top Farm 
16/02246/OUT Chestnut Farm House 
You may already be aware that all 3 planning applications for the housing developments 
on the farm yards in the village have been refused by Rushcliffe Borough Council. 
Full details of the Council’s decisions can be accessed via Rushcliffe Borough Council’s 
planning website (https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.uk/online-
applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage) 
 
Other Planning Applications received 
 
17/00444/NMA 6, Chestnut Lane Front storey extension, two storey side extension 
Rushcliffe decision: Granted 
 
17/00294/FUL 
13, Rectory Place Detached garage with office over Rushcliffe decision: Pending 
  
Low water pressure 
 
There have been several reports of low water pressure particularly on Brown Lane. This is 
believed to be as a result of the very old leaky and ‘furred up’ mains pipe. The Parish 
Council will be taking this up with Severn Trent. 
 
However we would urge as many villagers as possible to contact Severn Trent 
Water to complain about the low water pressure. This can be done by ringing (free) 

https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://planningon-line.rushcliffe.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage


 
 

on 0800 322 8408. You will need to quote your account number (top right corner of your 
bill), your name and date of birth. 
 
Barton Lane Underpass 
 
As previously reported we have been pressing the County Council and Highways England 
to re-open the underpass to vehicle traffic. Highways England have rejected our request 
and we quote the following excerpt from their reply: 
 
“The paved width, on a single carriageway under a bridge is 7.30m. However, the 
underpass only provides a total width of 6.6m  
The minimum headroom of the structure is 4.73m but for a single carriageway road the 
absolute minimum headroom is 5.03m.  
Additionally the structure has no safety barrier to protect an errant vehicle on Barton Lane 
from striking the reinforced concrete box structure or reinforced earth wing walls. Risk of 
collision and associated injury would likely increase if the additional vehicular traffic were 
to pass through the underpass. Provision of an appropriate barrier would of course reduce 
the available width further. 
In summary the existing structure cannot be used to span a single carriageway road. A 
new structure would be required” 
 
We are continuing to argue our case on the basis that the underpass could be made safe 
for local access with the appropriate warning signs, but suspect that Highways England 
will not change their view. 
 
In the meantime, anyone driving via the underpass is advised to be very careful and be 
aware that this is a bridleway and therefore if an accident occurred their car insurance 
would not be valid. The County Council have also indicated that they may ask the police to 
enforce the prohibition on cars using the bridleway. 
 
 
Flooding around the village 
 
Recent heavy rain caused significant flooding outside the village hall and showed that 
several drains are badly blocked / silted up. Members of the Parish Council managed to 
unblock some of these, but we are pressing Rushcliffe Borough Council to clear drains 
more thoroughly. 
 
HS2 

Phase Two forms a ‘Y’ shape from the West Midlands up towards Manchester and the 
North West with proposed stations at Manchester Airport and Manchester Piccadilly; and 
up towards Leeds and the North East with proposed stations in Leeds, the East Midlands 
and Sheffield Meadowhall. 

It is anticipated that Phase Two of HS2 will begin operating trains around 2033 as part of 
the integrated HS2 network and with the rest of the UK rail network. The Government 
wants part of Phase Two – the route between the West Midlands and Crewe – to open in 
2027, six years ahead of the rest of Phase Two, so that the North and Scotland will realise 
the benefits of HS2 to people and places sooner. This will be subject to its own hybrid Bill, 
which the Government hopes to deposit in parliament in 2017. 



 
 

The proposed route for the HS2 route from London / Birmingham to Leeds has been 
amended and now passes between Kegworth and the M1, carrying on over the A453 
close to Ratcliffe power station and passing behind Thrumpton Hall to the station at Toton. 
Details of the route can be seen at: https://www.gov.uk/check-hs2-route 
 
Aircraft noise 
 
There have been several concerns raised about noisy aircraft lately. We would ask that 
anybody affected contact the airport on 0845 108 8540 giving the time of the incident. 
Alternatively this information can be provided by email to :-  
 
community@eastmidlandsairport.com 
 
A form to log the incident is available on the East Midlands Airport website at :- 
 
https://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/community/supporting-the-local-community/faqs/ 
 
Village Seat 
 
We are pleased to report that work will shortly begin on removing the very uneven and 
scruffy concrete surrounding the seat opposite the village hall. A new block paved area 
will be laid.  
Our local Borough Councillor (Stuart Mathews) has very generously agreed to donate 
£1,000 to cover the cost of the work.  
 
Barton in Bloom  
 
You will probably have noticed the considerable amount of work that goes on year round 
maintaining and replanting the various ‘public’ flower borders around the village. The 
Parish Council would like to thank all those involved, particularly Angela Plowright for their 
hard work and the Parish Council has donated £200 towards the cost. 
 
Parish Council costs 
 
As reported earlier, the Parish Council resolved NOT to increase the portion of the Council 
Tax accounted for by Parish Council costs. You should have recently received notification 
of your Council Tax bill where appropriate. This indicates a reduction in the Parish Council 
element of –1.6% as a result of the formula applied by the Borough Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish Council contacts: 

Julian Coles 

 
 0115 983 0788 

Diane Harrison 
 

 0115 983 0640 

Bill Harrison  

Vice Chairman 
 0115 983 0313 

Allan Kerr 

Chairman 
 0115 983 0596 

Helen Fletcher 

 
0115 983 0013 

Clerk to the Council:  Bev Angell  

0115 983 1237  
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